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New Cancer Research Facility
Will Improve Health Care in Hawai‘i

hroughout theislands,2010 brought

great news to cancer patients and

their families. After years of plan-

ning, the University of Hawai‘i’s
Cancer Research Center announced efforts
are underway to build a state-of-the-art
research facility in Kakaako to better serve
the people of Hawai‘i. Construction could
begin as early as this summer.

In November, the Research Corporation
of the University of Hawai‘i announced
the selection of planning and project man-
agement teams to coordinate building the
new multimillion-dollar facility. Another
significant ~ develop-
ment was announced
earlier this month when
the architect firms were
named publicly at an
informational briefing
before state legislators.

Kobayashi Group, LLC,
a successful real estate developer in Hawai‘i
is the project management firm and will

oversee the design and construction of

“This marks significant
progress towards
creating a world-class
cancer research
facility in Hawai‘i.”

the building. Another local firm, Wilson
Okamoto and Associates, was selected
to manage project planning. Shimokawa
Nakamura, Inc. will head a team of spe-
cialty design consultants including ZGF
Architects, LLP of Los Angeles and Jacobs
Consultancy of New York City, who have
designed research facilities for nine of
the top ten National Cancer Institute-
designated cancer centers in the country.
The announcements mark significant
progress toward creating a world-class
cancer research facility in Hawai’i. “This
is important news for the people of our
state,
one step closer to our
vision of a world-class
research center,”
M.R.C.Greenwood, pres-
ident of the University of
Hawai‘i.
have better options for
cancer treatment and prevention, and resi-
dents can remain close to home while they
receive the most advanced care.”
The projected size of the new building

because we are

said

“Soon we will

s approx1mately 150,000 square feet, and

it will be located next to the
university’s John A. Burns
School of Medicine. Already
25local firms are involved
in its design, and it
is expected
that

Winter 2010

at least 300 new jobs will be generated
through construction.
leadership deserves much of the credit for
creating the momentum that has driven the
construction of our project forward,” said
Michele Carbone, M.D. Ph.D,, director of
the Cancer Research Center.

Yet what most excites Carbone is the
opportunity to greatly enhance patient care
through the creation of a statewide cancer
consortium that will add a clinical compo-
nent to the Center’s research programs in
accordance with a strong recommendation
from the National Cancer Institute.

Joining the consortium will be the
University’s John A. Burns School of
Medicine, The Queen’s Medical Center,
Hawai’i Pacific Health, Kuakini Medical
Center and other local hospitals. The con-
sortium will allow the Center to better
conduct translational research (translat-
ing laboratory findings to the clinical set-
ting), expand clinical trials and improve
care options for cancer patients. “Together,
we will give Hawail a first-class research
center that will work with our community
hospitals to advance care and treatment
for patients throughout our state,” added
Carbone.

“Our university

A preliminary concept of the new Cancer Research
Center site.

NEWS AND DISCOVERIES FROM THE CANCER RESEARCH CENTER OF HAWAI'I
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Dear Friends,

I'd like to
express my
appreciation for
your  support
of the Cancer
Research Center
of Hawai’i dur-
ing this past year.
Our researchers and physicians are com-
mitted to pursuing the next great discovery
in cancer research and treatment, and your
ongoing interest is vital to our efforts.

Here in Hawai‘i, cancer is the second
leading cause of death. It kills about one in
four people, and touches the lives of nearly
every person. As one of only 65 cancer
research facilities in the nation designated
by the National Cancer Institute, we remain
uniquely positioned to study cancer in
relation to the ethnic, environmental and
cultural characteristics of the state.

Because of our NCI designation, the
most promising cancer research and patient
clinical trials are conducted right here in our
own community. Residents have access to
the latest prevention and treatment options
close to home. And while our research
occurs locally, it contributes to a global
body of knowledge that brings us closer to
creating a cancer-free future.

Looking forward, 2010 will be a land-
mark year for the Center. If you read our
cover story, you know of our plans to
build a new cancer research facility in
Kakaako. An expanded center will allow us
to meet the growing demand for care, while

increasing our capacity to attract top-notch
Continued on back page

Center Awarded Two $1 Million ARRA Grants

he Cancer Research Center has

received two awards of more than

$1 million each over two years,
funded under the federal stimu-
lus package known as the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) of 2009. These awards will
be allocated through a National Cancer
Institute special fund to enhance bio-
medical research efforts.

“The receipt of these two coveted grants
is a testament to the quality of the Cancer
Research Center of Hawai‘i, its researchers
and its staff,” said UH President M.R.C.
Greenwood. “It is an affirmation of our
strong belief in the importance and urgen-
cy needed in moving forward with the
development of a new facility, and illus-
trates the significant economic stimulus
that the University of Hawai‘i provides
to the state through its
research enterprise.”

The awards will sup-
port the hiring of two
physician scientists to
conduct translational
research and comple-
ment the basic sci-
ence at the Center.
Translational research transforms scien-
tific discoveries arising from laboratory,
clinical, or population studies into clinical
applications to reduce cancer incidence,
morbidity, and mortality.

“Itis significant that the National Cancer
Institute has awarded the Cancer Research
Center two out of two grant applications

“The receipt of these
two coveted grants
is a testament to the
quality of the Cancer, its
researchers and its staff.”’

The ARRA grant awards will support the hiring
of two physician scientists to conduct research that
bridges from the laboratory to the patient bedside.

that we submitted, while there were only a
limited number of grants awarded among
the 65 NCI-designated cancer centers and
other academic institu-
tions across the nation,”
said Center Director
Dr. Michele Carbone.
“I believe our selec-
tion affirms the NCI’s
recognition that the
Center is long overdue
to develop and build
our clinical translational research program
and is providing the financial support nec-
essary to move us closer toward achieving
that goal.”

The ARRA funds are designed to hire
two new faculty members appointed to
independent tenure-track positions at the
assistant professor and associate professor
levels; provide start-up packages which
include supplies, equipment and support
for technical personnel; and develop pilot
research projects. The new researchers will
be provided 75 percent protected research
time with the balance dedicated to clinical
and patient-oriented responsibilities at a
hospital to which they are appointed for
clinical activities. The Center is expected
to announce soon the appointment of the
ARRA grant-funded researchers.

(L to R): David Ward, Virginia Weinman, Dr.
Michele Carbone, Jerris Hedges, Hank Wuh, and
Art Ushijima gathered in November at a reception
at the Weinman home to honor Cancer Center
Director Michele Carbone.



A Warm Mahalo to our Donors in 2009

Your generous support ensures that our work can continue towards creating a cancer-

free future in Hawai‘l. Gifts received from January 1 - November 30, 2009.
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UH Foundation Donor List

(Continued from other side)
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Recruitment of Distinguished Scientist
Completes Cancer Center Administrative Team

avid Ward, Ph.D., a well-respected

research scientist and administra-

tor, has joined the Cancer Center as
associate director for scientific research.
His responsibilities include administration
and development of research activities,
development of faculty, communication
of research and related initiatives, and the
provision of a wide spectrum of adminis-
trative and budget support.

A native of New Brunswick, Canada, Dr.
Ward was most recently the deputy direc-
tor of the Nevada Cancer Institute in Las
Vegas. There, Dr. Ward worked to coor-
dinate the institution’s scientific research
efforts in basic translational research, pop-
ulation science and drug development.

Dr. Ward is nationally and internation-
ally  recognized
for his pioneer-
ing research in the
fields of molecular
cytogenetics, cancer
genetics, virology,
the development of
non-isotopic label-
ing of nucleic acids,
the development of
fluorescence hybrid-
ization, molecular
diagnosis of disease,
and optical imaging
technology. He has
received numerous
including
the prestigious elec-

awards

of Hawaii.

FRIENDS OF THE

Cancer Research Center of Hawai'i
1236 Lauhala Street ® Honolulu, HI 96813

Give to the Cancer Center
Your gift to the Cancer Center of Hawai‘i
will support innovative research in the
prevention, detection, and treatment of
cancer. Your donation will remain here
in Hawai‘i, improving the health and
benefitting all who live and work in our
communities. Thank you for helping us
create a cancer-free future.

The Friends of the Cancer Research Center

tion to the National Academy of Sciences of
the U.S. in medical genetics and oncology.
Dr. Ward has co-authored over 300 scien-
tific publications and served on numerous
grant review boards in the U.S., Canada
and England. He is a co-founder of five
biotechnology companies, three of which
are publicly traded on the national stock
exchanges. He has also served on a number
of scientific advisory boards and boards
of directors of biotechnology/bioscience
companies.

Dr. Ward’s administrative, research and
scientific experiences are anticipated to
provide leadership support for the Cancer.

Dr. Ward has moved to Hawai‘i with his
wife Trish, who will be working in genetics
research at the University of Hawai'i.

Dr. David Ward, Ph.D. (right) joined the Cancer Center as associate
director for scientific research. Dr. Ward moved to Hawai‘i with his wife

New Friends Leadership

ongtime Board Secretary Jim
Wriston, of Ashford & Wriston,
has been voted —
president of the Friends
of the Cancer Research
Center. Newboard mem-
ber Jason Nagai, of Ernst
& Young, was voted the
new treasurer, replacing
Glenn Shizumura, who
left the Board in October
2009. Returning board
member Diane Ono,
of Galiher, DeRobertis
Ono, is the new board
vice-president/secretary.
We welcome new
board member Pris-
cilla Growney to the
board. Mahalo to out-
going President Rick
Humphreys and Glenn
Shizumura for many
years of service. Rick
will continue to serve as
a director.

Friends of the Cancer Research
Center of Hawai‘i Board Members

A. James Wriston
President

Diane Ono, V.P./Sec.

Jason Nagai, Treasurer

Dr. Jonathan K. Cho

H. Howard Stephenson
Earl Stoner

George Sumner III
Brian Sunada

Virginia S. Weinman

Adelia Chung Mary Worrall
Dennis E. Francis Dr. Michele Carbone
Priscilla Growney (Ex Officio)
Richard L. Humphreys  Emeritus

Lila R. Johnson R. Charles Bocken

Trish (right), who will be working in genetics research at the University Anton Krucky Frank Haines

John W. Landgraf Dr. Reginald Ho
Don Murphy Ann B. Simpson

The amount of my gift is:

_$25 __ $50 ___$100 ___ $250 __ $500 Other

Name

Address

City State Zip

Tel Email

___ Please keep my gift anonymous for recognition purposes.

___ Yes, I would like receive periodic updates from the Cancer Center.

In the future, I prefer to receive Innovations via direct email.

Please make checks payable to: Friends of Cancer Research, 1236 Lauhala Street, Honolulu, HI
96813. Or to make a donation by credit card, please call 808-586-3010. Your gift is tax-deductible
as allowed by law and the Federal ID number is 99-0207313. To learn more about our research,

visit us online at www.crch.hawaii.edu
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Director’s Message (continued from page 2)

researchers, grants and programs to the
state.

An example is the recent recruitment
of David Ward, Ph.D. Dr. Ward brings
impressive credentials as the Center’s new
scientific director. You can read more
about Dr. Ward in this issue, and should
you have the chance to meet him person-
ally, please extend he and his wife Trish a
warm Hawaiian welcome.

You may have met Kellie Tormey who is
our new Director of Community Relations
and Communications. Kellie comes with
impressive credentials and she will be
working to support our efforts within UH,
the community at large, and on the US
mainland as well.

At this moment, we are conducting
more than 100 cancer research projects
and are involved in more than 200 clinical
trials, each with the tremendous lifesaving
potential. And we are working with our
community hospitals including Queen’s
Medical Center, Hawaii Pacific Health,
Kuakini and others to form a consortium
dedicated to bringing the people of Hawai‘i
the best cancer treatments available.

With so much on the horizon, I'd like
to express my deep gratitude to our com-
munity and university partners, donors,
patients, and faculty and staff who have
contributed to our progress thus far. With
your continued support, we will usher in a
new era for the Cancer Research Center of
Hawai‘i together.

Mabhalo,
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Michele

A new column featuring the latest news and happenings at the Cancer Center.

Local Philanthropist Funds
Breast Cancer Research

Through the support of the American
Cancer Society and the generosity of a sin-
gle donor, Dr. Lawrence K.W. Tseu, Cancer
Research Center scientist Wael ElShamy,
Ph.D. has secured $720,000 in funding
for his research in metastatic breast can-
cer. The donation was made in tribute to
Dr. Tseu’s wife BoHing who recently suc-
cumbed to the disease.

Metastatic breast cancer is disease that
has spread beyond the breast to other
organs such as the lungs, bone marrow,
liver or brain. In particular, Dr. EIShamy’s
research will focus on better understand-

ing the progression of solid tumors to
metastases and the changes that take place
in highly malignant cells, with the hope
that new information will lead to the
development of novel approaches to diag-
nose, treat, and predict the outcome of
aggressive breast cancers.

Iona Cheng recognized
by V Foundation

Iona Cheng, Ph.D., M.P.H. of Epidemi-
ology Program was recently named one
of 17 recipients to receive a Scholar award
from the V Foundation for cancer research.
Dr. Cheng was selected from a heady
company representing prominent medi-
cal and cancer cen-
ters across the U.S.
that conduct cancer
research. Her selec-
tion was based on the
high ranking of her
grant proposal titled,
“Identifying IGF1
Genetic Susceptibility
Variants for Prostate
Cancer in African
Americans” As a V
Foundation Scholar,
Dr. Cheng will receive
a two-year $200,000
grant, which will be
used to offset the

Dr. Wael ElShamy (left) is presented with a check for $720,000 by Dr.
Lawrence K.W. Tseu, D.D.S. in support of his research in metastatic breast
cancer.

costs of her research.





